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SOBEIDEBETLIAL

Jrom; - Gaptaln Andrew 4. Maok, U, d. lawvy, _ Lo
Gommandling CIficer, UsBi.5. akIE,

To: The seerstary of tﬂe navy.

Via: vommander Caribbean sea :ryrontier.

ubjeot: Torpedoing and Beaching of U.S.5. SR1E '

p s Condueot and Performance of Officers -J Lrow.

eferences:; }n Uslle Navy Regulations, Art. 712.
b) Us5.3, £BIE confidential eport 1G50/Al6=3/
Lll-1l, serial 051 of Deceasber 95, 1942, :

anclosures (A) .sxtruets from the report of L:I.ﬂ- M
e Le kpScve, U.Ssle, Aoting pxecutive |
Ufficer (Full report inecluded ia ief. (b)),

- X =itk B S B - A
- in aceordeance with ieferesce (a), report is =
submitied Lerewith of the eoanduet aund perfermance of ofiiecers
and men of the Us.se.8. ERIE on Hovember 12, 1942 at the time
of the vtorpedoins, and during the subsequent fire and bes
of the vessel. . waatyaiive (o8t itow the.-oxshafs
2 4 1y & saraine SEnoartaphd.

Ze “hen the vessel was torpedoed, and | *
following perled of about one hour while the after .
the vessel wes enveloped in a terrifie ~

fire, which caused the loding of the 6" charges

Je0t in the after _

crew of the vessel, um.nmmt' _
- duet and performance, the highest degree of and

sonsl fearlessuess. YThe ' officer @ Y
of eaeh individual observed, and. squent re x
the spirit of determination of eact to prevent
possible, further damage to the veosel, ,
risk and possibvle further loss or 1ife,  Fo

12 (Y
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the blast Lxom thou-
3. the material dacage aad
ns ineluded the area ol the quarter wardroom, and

3%??::”- 1iving quarters., The offlcers of d‘.&. ship's M
zation most directly concerned with dassage contyol snd fire
fighting were elther lost or were overboard as a result of the
torpedoing, 7This included the executive officer, the )
gontrol offlieccr, the engineer officer, and the deok el
officers., Dut without exeentlon, the leading petty officers |
immediately assumed the initlative of agtion without Muuon
or question. “ue to lnterrupted oomsunlica .
offiger ald sot know for a conslderable per w nt‘ the
officers had been lost. It was evident, hnavoz. that eash
departasnt was runoumlns to tm apapa.tr udth uhe nm

and facllities ﬂt M ..4.“.«, nat f.”,r, a:ua
e The aldp 't minr carmntor’a ph. mmm
the chief mohlnis'h'l mate of the. - eeontrol party,. demon-

trated the zreatest degree of laltlative, ability sud eoelness,
?wt ;nlr d&-ing tho rig‘;, but in -ubaoqu.at salvage amtiou.

54 :hs: 1t1bgmam apzcrm Lthat | gm Mtﬂrz 7
explosing angunitlion in er : ; r
uﬁ.ua:s danger o the amuunition in
gunnery officer was relieved and. uopt,

a8 possible in aowuct on with m ?
ti.n. Although on.‘l.{ about Wty»

* amaunltion, umediately abau a bw W t )
thid ‘offiter with a party largely ocomposed of vo unteers, :'.'0-
moved the 0" powder charges f{row nuaber 3 ready ame

room and threw them ofﬁrmﬂ. The powde
these charces were s¢ hot that they eoul £
from hand to kand, but 4tqh_._, out and
seuttle without 4 et Miu m S

s Dhe

‘o, 3 m‘ 1' ?
G.-?&i R‘me’ “oat. ‘ “ Briu ot '
a.i' .f
"I had hoped that ltul M i
Ly the fine handling Alarly e
of the ugniﬂamt Woﬂ of the on ‘room staff in

1 to th a
- ex%gf:“n:ﬁni?»mnmmmupm

The Com hg Officer is in rull agreement with this come
Mendation of the engineer's force of the ERIE. L~
medlate action, even during the peried when the nllnl-

.2-
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3 : i doi nd Seachiug 0L Usidede JTY 9

o s ogﬁau eh u?mrl’cmmuo of Officers crew

-------- ----------b---‘-.‘-‘.&----

:fauwore in partial darkness due to loas of certain 11
r

suits, to start pum to stop leaks and to regain ah
power, %hor angwered ali bells from the bridee with the ;.ri
engifie which was still fanetioning, It was known by these aen,
as well as by mogt of the ship's company, that a heavy fire was
purning in the viclnity of the after 6" and 191 AA

ups. #hether or not these magazines were looded or were
?’clmmediato danser of exploding eould ‘not be determined, 'The
masazines were adjacent to Lhe englneering spaces. A8 the ship
continued to list heavily and settle by Lhe stern, there was
doubt a2 to whether the beash could be Peughed b.foro capsizing,
These men 344 not suestion the decision that they onain at. - -
their stations in the below deeck englneerinmg spa ‘hen- the .
word came $0 them, quito gsuddenly and unexpeéctedly to abanden
siip, they 2% only 1eft the-glant preperly ucuni but_slosed

hatohes and- lcnttlcl as the eft - n&
¥en of the engineer's divisien with mlg battle statioms: ll

the parts of the ship which had been Qeatroyed, went to the
enaimor:gg egacn to 1em‘l thpir sulntanet, lit.hmtt ordm or

other 1n lons. - _ et below, ang
: ; "_;"! ‘;"'“*L:w

Cpngs Sxoouﬁvo ornowimi v Poselvel $
mJuriaa snd burns,’ climbed o' the Btern of the" lllp» F
the openings In the bR Hnk B 46T REES" by the torp 2

the holp of a man on depth sharpe 80 seri bm .
::r to“t giam la;gr on migt e:“:m _ " es
© *safet W ntenses ‘“* '
that this 1solated part of the ship de adbandoned, i
8, - - After the shiv had Wum and alrost
goon 4§ the co nai ofﬂ.zth' w 0“ rec .m
of n muster of t by divislons and’ & ihl ﬂl_ '

Thig muster by &lﬁatoh ‘petty officers ﬂ‘hﬁ* | :
available, coupled with m report from the looal hnpluli a ‘ﬂ

bours Jlater, aﬂ the apourate cas t t r
Ravy “Army officers mm ‘““

remarked upon the orderliness and wnmwm

G . The following is w statement of the mrm..
of individual officers un:em of the UsBJ8. ERIBY

(1) gym daniel ¥, Swesney w
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ommander Sweeney, with severe bruises and burns,
gi;ugxgtngug'. 80 aerioully’gnrned 63 L0 be later pluced Ql!thl
dancer 1ist, while isolated on the stern of the vesssl by the
ruptured deck and flames of the oil and gasoline Iire, and b,?
fore being forced to jumd overboard by the intense heat, set
the "ready" dogth charres on the "safety® setting in the w :
of preventing further damace $0 the vVessel and further loss of
life,

(2)a, Lieutenant Harl Srik Johansson, UsS. Havy
Ailton, Joseph Karns 311 27 19  Ptrle DSl
Diekersoa, William 7, 274 4407 SFlec vidil.
Moleal, William David = 272 19 93 - Amle UsBalls
Butler, BSenjamin ¥, 2C1 ;2 27 AOM20 e
foster, Edward Harsld 223 ;0 _
Ryblokl, Florien B. - 22391 31  sle

cee paracraph 5 abdove

¥ith an intense fire buruing in the compartment
6" powder sharzes and projectiles exploding in Bumber 4
amsunition room about twenty five feet further art, the
listed above removed the powder charges fmwm#
asmunition room and threw them overboard, The powder

80 hot that they could not be handled with bare hands. IR peps
igmim thisd o'lh:rltﬂm, the g fcer and these man red

e 103t degree of loyalty and fearlessness
the personal danger im{:‘:&{ d’ FEEh Wes W8 '

b Dickerson and Hilton, in addition to ‘the perfe
aentioned above, as members of the danm S8 : '
'hﬁfg‘ of 'm“ m“ 3los¢ ‘“ the 3 ._ I; b "i

:0 g;:‘vgt spread of :ire to the second AesE. ANk BaPes ‘
n re fighting {n the 405t dangerous aPem, = . oiit O
o e 3 Bl A-‘».ji{'.'d' # Eied oviay
(3) Danes, Lewis 7, 243 47 53 @
: .+ in gharge of _
m“. rankg 8, N ; ’w %,"

~ In charge of enpinevoom,
Trivble, Heary iosser 265 ﬁ
- >

: In eharpe of
doore, Hansell B, 279 55 5.
Hyde, Louls Prancis 2915 é
Tuhas, icheel (none) aﬂj"
“ . : e B
Kobryn, Peter (non 7) :3'&-" ﬁ

- 4 -
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adsit, William Rie 381 20 46 iile Ueoell
platt, curtis (uone 336 78 &8 ¢ ﬂf .
gyars, renneth uilliam 359 35 60 ‘Lle UelBa¥,
Smales, William Clifford 250 L7 59 ikle Uslalie

- ha destel 272 2 @2e oo My
g‘u‘hfoamr%g {)an{cl éi %i gg yi;o g.a.r.

erson, L uarion 25 ,igg,
fiison, 6’0;&6 T1llian 274 : g¥20 UsSalis

=

Parks, Charles Woodzrow 200 02 18 “12¢ ebBalls

.atuap: a%oha:g(uwa.}.lyn ggﬁ 0 g lﬁl%: E:g.g.

L:mh T é (none R7 3 . Jeie
ln;nle.azzonnrﬂ Josoph = = = = e Uslle !

See paragraph 6 above

These me.s, under hazardous conditions, when theis¢ @ppeared to
be danger from the explosion Of the after magazines and wh

the vessel was in eminent danger of capsizing, unswervingly &%6od
by thelr posts in the engineer ng eo! tnants ap& kept the .a;p'
power plant functionlng, thereby -to be
beaghed, and preveatling further loaa Lto. 'i, 3 high de

or lo {ty and perso fearlessness cnul

y offigers of our own aa allina navies
utionn . '

(L) Roy, Gcorec albert 212'31 hﬂ ﬁGﬂ(LAJ ﬂgﬂ.h;

whén the vessel was torpedoed and fuel ofl &n& giiélino fires
broke out, Loy, in the absenee o: th. asiaﬁp 1 oilieen

sumed full oharge of the dawage 06 ¥ | ,;::a”%:.J
parties, le closed off the after part of the apnd th
prevented the jamediate C read of fire h? o 1800 ‘
participated in the fire Lghtins int

Altbhough in a position of gres d:us.x » -~: ?ﬁ‘ .:,
the protection of the ship, Ln whioh he gt"(, d a b
of latellligence, loyalty ;pd personal fe

Note: 1In separate correéspondence, Hoy is bdiﬂ&*ﬁicall.nl.l for
~ advancement Lo rank of Chief Carpentery UsSaells: ..\ .

(5) Sehiller, richard Louls 291 39 25 CMM(AL) UeSuN,
AS the senldr englneerins ratins on the damaje” .6d‘!‘:l§§;5‘;t

‘“‘ ‘1‘3 Oﬂalnanr a:tiotr naa dnnnqn

t }h hi w .

- 5 -
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and fire fighting. 7ith disregard for personal danger, and with
f{nitiative and ability of & high order, he performed sueh duties
a8 were neoessary in an attempt to prevent further damase to the
vessel,.

(6) Holley, Horaee Clinton 268 34 33 Yie  UsSeNs -

This man was Captain's talker in the comnning tower, WwWith intere
rupted oircuits, and other iaterior communication diffioculties,
he mana;ed t0 get orders through to the englne rooms and other
stations, and to keep the Commanding Ufficer informed of setivi-
ties of all prineipal damage control and shi: contrel statioas,

Note: In sepsarate correspondemee, this man is being recommended
for advancement to the rating of Chief Yeoman,

(7) Pastor, Kobert Thomas 223 L8 65 SKle  U.BeN,

Subsequent to the action aad fire on the ERIE, in which prectical-
ly all supply and disbursing oflice records were lost, Pastor,
showlng great ability and almost photographic memory, reconstructsd
the pay acecounts of the officers and crew of the vessel with -
ereat aceuraey. with the ship's paymaster and his relief lost,

and without records, as mentioned before, Pastor was e&ble to -
furnish information of exact amounis of skip's funds, t
disbursing transactions, etc., which will undoubtedly be of
great value to the Bureau of Supplies and Aogounts., = =

Hote: In separate correspondence, this man is be recoumended
for advangsement to the nk;ug of Chief Him”m

(8) wurfield, Harold k. 402 04 27  OQU(PA) U.8.N,

Thls man at the steering wheel, did an excelleat job under
Iieult mmneuvering oondit.iona.' #ith only a mmi shelf -8
which a vessel oould ve landed, he greatly assisted the coms .
@manding oifleer in successfully beaching the ERIE. '

.
(AN

10 The follow “offioers - received |
Jlﬂ.o; in action: - . serious in-

(1) ZLieutenant (Jg) John Bs Elliott; UeSalieRe.

of one 1.8 which necessitated lmt. ) | : _:-_'il'-'f-k‘f::':
After the explosions, he was on an iso) “i-o;m 0 <

-6 -
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be abandoned ou account of intense Neat Irom
:ﬁow @::1mo fire, During the subsequent period of ho:#tnu-
gation 1t was undoubtedly his courage and determuination whieh
enabled the medical authorities to save his nrq. The fortitude
of this young offiger caused the most favordable comment anoxg the
offioers and others in attendance, and among those who had 00-
easion to obaerve hinm, p-rtioulariy duriaz the eritical od,

(2) Captain Alan wilder Ltvi.zgésagoc.ii.

Davis, Joseph P, : " Gige . UldeN.
Hebato, Plaoplilda (none) - 182 53 E gﬁ‘ ; v:gik-
Del losario, Franclsco e BIS S In
| " (none) 497 82 71 0Cle @ V.8.%.
*pay, Troy . 295 L5 52 GiiZe UeSells
*3ee paragraph 9(1).

This officer and these men, although severely injured, most of
them with serious burns, showed a spirit of great coursge and
fortitude. During the period bvefore reaching the hospital

some of them had bLeen iz the water and were unrecognizable be-
sause of & coating of fuel oil, During the hospitalization
period they showed such determination as t% be of great aid to
those in ohurge of their treatment, and to hasten their recovery,

1l. The following officers and men were killed in actions

Lieutenant George (wen Kunkle, U.S.Hsie
Lieutenant Ernmest Carl Peterson (Aviator), U.u.N.
Lieutenant ‘ifj ¥rank Creenwood, UsS.leRe
Lieutenant Cilbert Framklin Gorsuch (nC), U.8
Lieutenant Commander Albert Liaeoln 1101‘ (8C), UeBeBsRe
Lieutenant Ned James wentz (50), U.S.N.

Bariquez, Cavino (uone) 497 71 HAY oSe
(Died November ;3, 1942 as a hi?ﬂ.t of Mj -

12, Below is a list oi‘ officers not otherwise tioned :
name in this report: oy w

Lieutenant Commander David L. oseoe, Jr., U
Lieutenant Commander Thomas P , Im:c. G:I:if‘.
Ensign Donsald H., Madsen UeSeleRe :

Lleutenant Commander deh il. MoComa | ;AR
Captain Jaok A. iitherspoon, UsdemsGeke ° DTooN®

o T =
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The conduet and performange of these officers was gplendid in
every vespaect, and wus entirely in keeopins with the traditions

of the service.

13e it is recoamended that such lunrdﬂ.“

recosnition be given to those ofiloers : !
uiuuuMmdnunﬁ.Aumumt;mnhuuu!nud

paragraphs 9(1), (2)a,b, (3), (&), and 10,
lie The beat expresslica that Lhe Gannnn@;ng Glideesr ean

zive of hls opinion of the gonduct ang the |
ficers and wen is that if he were pr mmﬁutoutl@a
with ihe ememy toumorrow, he would l&ki;ﬁQ.hs!a W th;
officers and ~en wio scrved on the ERIE on .1
e 1{. MQK

Gopies to:

JeoNav (Advanced co oy

3.0-3.]‘.

coml?®

“1le
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SETHRACTS FROM THE T
TROTERANT COMANDER D, L, RUUC?L, Usbioley
ACTING ISECUTIVE OFFICER
{Full report lncluded in kef. (b))

"he Action Following Torpedo Hit:

T orpedo explosion was immediately followed by fire in
the a?gs:tog area gid 1t was obvious thai a diesel Tuel-tank
had been ruptured and the flaming oll was npreadini throughout
the lmmediate ?1oinitg of the bit, The fire aluost iz latel y
gpread to the port side so that accesa to the fantall wes blocked.
It could be seem that the two men on waitgh at the depth charges
had been blown overboard or had Jjumped overboard along with any
others in that vieinity. 7The 4CL sound equipment and chemlcal
range recorder were damased and put out of commission from the
shook., Fower on the main generators weant out but steering con-
trol was soon regalned on auxiliary power. It was appareat that
the shlp was unable to attempt any counter offensive against the
submarine except by gunfire, Battle statloss were manned but
from then on all elforts on the part of the ERIZ were toward .
fighting the Lire and trging_ta save the ship, The Us8.3. SFRY
and the GULF DAVN could be geen condueting depth echarge attack
and fMring thelr guns at scmething im the water,. The Van il
bergen seemed to be rushing back towards this socene eof aetfion,

The Captain sent ze below to asc u the situation

3

the general conditien of the shig %o see what m| be

I went below and aft to find that the damage control party
closed the ship off at the door Just forward of the office spaces,
Thq{ reported gas and smoke ln that compartment goming from a
raging fire 1a the wardroom, The terpedo blast had penetrate
this far ferward as was shown by tthgﬂrllﬂgx’t‘.j’ 1 offigers’
mess Attendants who had been in the passageway fe “"4'?Q35ﬁ;"
wardroom, An unguecessful atteawpt was made to ¢ the for
wardroom W.T, door. It was reported to me that everything
ward of ihis area was sel in material condition Affirm exg
when opened to galn aceess to different spaces.

I then went ¢6 the main deck and found that th a
creased, There was no pressure on the fire ¢ ?1:0 here
all available 00z fire extinsulshers brought to scene of
fire, These were uged to try to put out the deck fire. in order
to got closer t0 the maln oll fire when and if we resained
pressure, The Iire on the starbdard side of 6. 3 cun ded

temporarily extingulshed ia this manner maialy.
of Amato, L.l., CPM(Pi), U.d. Bavy who took oba
went 1o the bridce and reported the situation o thy

It'wds obvious that the fire was completely odt of e




'.‘...7‘-‘t.=.£Il|!;3==!“{;:i" ant _35_'"**3%; 1
o £ e and w:g suartly aceonplished under the

hauling oa lines, ele, : [
dlmei‘fon of tho’boatswam's mates, all of whon performed

Ve o it was deolded to try te launch the plane
ggé:ngigt{h vy enant Peterson, was apparently

the aviator, Lieutena:
mise . This subsequently had to be abandoned Lecause the
a§:;in§uysTfor h&uligﬁ out the boom gould mot be mauvned beeause
of the fire in that area, Tre awmunition was resoved Trom the
pla“a.

the i ain thea ordered a buskel brigade orgenlzed. I
went*gzlzzy:nd ordered all hands who were at thelr stations on
the rorward gun (those whose stations were below 1in the Mzina
were by now on topside) to obtain buckets end a line was formed
from the galley, where iresh waber was drawa, to.the scene of
the fire on the port side near the Captain's cabln, Thls dlda't
have ameh effect on the fire but 1t was good for the efliect it
bad on the orew, The physicel exertion helped dispell a feslln
of helplessness and anger at not hein%nable to strike baock, which
everyone seemed to feel, Its effect general wag ealming,
After a few minutes pressure was regained, The torpedo had
ruptured the firemaln ait and the dawage control party eventually
closed the stop in the kngineer's eompartment. Then all hoges
had to be led {rom risers forward ol amidships. JFour hoses
were led to the scene ol the f{ire but their effect on the lire
was negllglble., 4is before, attempts were made to extliaog
immediate iires in lhe Captaln's and idairel's cabing and ward-
room to e¢lear the way towsrds the wmain {fire, All efforts to
bring the fire under control were unguccessful. pPuring this
period the ohlef sunner's uate, Herrera, 2., CGM(PA),
reported 1o me that he thought that the after magaz
ilooded, whioch I relayed to the Captain. I think he also
ported thia in persom, I then heard the Captein order the Lo
ward megazine sprinkling system turned on to counter £lood a

eorrect the list. The ohiel carpenter's mate, iloy, G E

Ues Havy, later reported to me that he and Herrera
He then said that Herrera had szone down the 171. ammni tloz
vator to the magazine to check the spriniling valves and. hs
then reported them as opened. The faet that counter flood
was not agtually accomplished was probably due %0 the fact tha:
:?;:fh;:a iggyfficient,watar pressure because of the nuaber of
boses in use and insufficient time bo Have flooded with t%
s . dopeaenr ) ent time to have flooded with the

Back on the bridre I saw vhat we had &
were then steadled down on a noMmateri'ym. “%h?f#m
englne was out and we geemed to be making about eight knots pood
with ‘_the port .ngi]t.q ‘The U3, SPRY then attenpted to come
:lllongaide close enoush to Uring her fire streams into action but
hey.wou _.m weak %o reach us. By thie time the sion in
i o & gun room was explodiag at intesvals nqw 0y drew off. the
ajured on board who hed beea treated, were by now pie

- D -
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lower an'%aoataﬁln‘ pase we hall to abanden shid |

somp very smartly and we gct underway lg;tip';_'- The  ship wes
now mi.:«:z %y ‘the :{tm and listing heavily to starboard, ';;a
sain dec: on the starboard gquarter was awash,

gunn offioer had left the briago~lad=i1th”t;p;bo% ‘of
aon-T::n nt;.:z;pving amzunition from No. 3 gun sheltor and throw-
ine it overboard., The Captain ordered me to determine from chart
and by ¢ye wuere to beach the 8hip. We were by thn*nﬂﬁfl_,éus
south of a amall beach about a §uatt0r“gf a ai o;oaotle; 4 polﬂaro
’t, and about two and a half miles west of the entrance of Willem~
stad harbor., Fortumately this was about the nearest Epgnyltg:_
land as well as being one of the few pluces elong this soast
where beaehlng eould be acogompll heqaru___thn ‘botton falls away
very steeply and there are a se reefs Jutting perpendicularly
out. These cannot be seen ma'-nr{;g qu& :::; :;:8 g;:q i:-ﬁ“ut
00 yards off shore, we oaue left slightly and then ran in'be
gwaog reefs on to the beach at alow 'god‘a Phe ship beached about
100 yards off shore, very pently, with the after and still afloat.
Upon deachinz the ship righted itself to an even keel,

The Captaln lmmedlately ordered all hands to progeed with the
fire fichting., Unfortumately oll ITom the TUD :?ﬁﬁﬂgggﬁ_ . 5

medlately Besun to spread arcund the shilp on theé starbodr

and 1n a few seecoads The Tlames were lloking over this side,
aided by the wind, as far Porwerd ad the bridre and had get fire
to the side and the #ie on the plane deck, It appeared that the
flaming oil would completely surround the ship and would cut off
all neans of escepe., The fire on board had by now @pread so that
@08t of the after superstructure was burning and the ammunit

in the alter guns ready rooms was explosing continu Usly.
ordered Byzet, F.J., ¢ile, to gather together the logs whic
ild., He was later able to land them in a raft, 7The order _
abandon ship on the port side was given. All hamds had previously
donned life Jjackets., The abandon shilp order was exeouted calmly
and unhurriedly in spite of the threat of the buraimg oils: I
watched the men going over the side for a few minutea. Many took
off thelr shoes before jumping. Several lines were lowered over
the slde down whioh some men slid. This proceeded in &n r
fashions There was little excltement. There were many incidents
of men helplng each other, but no one had any real aiffieulty in
reaching shore. Luite a few were painfully eut about the feet
and hands from contact with sea urchins and coral on the t a0k
I threw over & line near the port bow, slid mw[m '

ashores ' The Captaim, Lieutenant Comnder Lowndes and & few men
were still on beard, P e
5.  Qouust of the Grews a

3 I-_::é""‘ll.

In general the performance of the orew ; o

AP

was no hesitaney on the part of one in ad i ne
tlon or‘in‘earrying out suhoq’uontm orders, Those m
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it irom iive and
explos gﬁ? six~-inch and 1.1 ineh = Z Q_]r’: aia »o ot s
nesitation and with disregard to tleir own personal "‘1 u! o """':
u:: shilp was pgrounded the enginder roree ressined coalmly thel
stations until ordered to mbandon ship,

: 1ty and devotion to
b to particularly asentvion tha_ioyalﬁy
dutyldﬁ;layzd by the following menm who cafte under my notlioce:

H % : ' © A UCSl}éaw.
1) koY, Geerge Albert, 21231 ﬁﬁi COM(RA} /U . Navy R
2) S0nILI¥R, Richewd lLouis, 291 39 25, OMe(AL), U.s.Navy
!32 } “?Em‘ﬁaﬁ,miuim 7. 204 k4 OF, BPlc, Wet.Mavy.
men were in charge of, or members of the damage
contiol pesty Whidh oldsed Off the aPver _7aT% of the siip
a4 VEUS DROVERVeR ke fampbiaté-ayient SEorieeiemcthd
seeond deek, Later they participuted in the fire fighting
in the most dangorous urea, and in gemerdl took charge,
The First Licutenant wis injured and foroed %o juup

overboard and was later recoveéred.
(h) AMATT, Louis I,., 100 89 64, eP{PA), FR

THis san, after releasing life budy unaivu i
tye fire anad ﬁléo'hﬁlpeﬂ in the treat h:fztagﬁ'_ ation
the injured requirfag first aid, He* ‘S0 be all over

the ship at thé save time and was- responsible for mich that
wag ageorplished,

(5) HERRERA, Pete, 371 70 03, CGlaA), Uil sHavy,

Thls man Delped the damage comtrol Party” seew o
decks and later, aifter carrying out orders to out in the
nagazine a?rinkling systems, was seen 1o go down a powder
or amsunition holst t0 oheck on this system.

(6) HILTOW, Joseph EKarns, 311 27 19, Ptrilae, Usl.Havy,
This man, as a member of the danage control party

went below and released the CO, fire extinguishers to {h.
paint locker before abandoning ship.

(7) DUFFIZLD, Hareld &., 402 Ok 27, CUM(PA), U.3.Navy,

Thils man took the helu and 4id an excellent job of

steering during the subsesuent maneuvering and beaehing
of the 'hipo : "

(8) ROLLEY, Horace Cey 208 34 33, Yle, U.S.Navy,

This man was e phone talker on the bri ..m.....ng
and abllity to maintain interior oonnmniaut:g;; Igtzng'iip e
action was of great help in mainteining proper ship comtrol.
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(9) The Ewrineerts oroc as 4 Whole:

fhe indlvidual names oL those other Lhalnl Those in sharge
is not known by me dué to théir having been transferred be-
forae this information could be obtalned:

-)Lﬁ*‘y-.--;' j,"rﬂ‘.'\.—!\ ey }30 ?l Ez ’ G.,-;A\{A;l.) L] UC&. Na?’
In charge of engineroom

TRIBBLE, Henry i., 265 56 45, CuT(A4i), U.S.Havy
of Lizrercon

In eharge of f{ireroc
DANCS, Lewls J., 243 47 53, .0ue(asd, U.sdiawy
In charge of pump room and generators,

All orders to the englneropm weke oarrled out efficlently.
The geeond boiler was ocut in upon the inltlative of the man in
charge, Main eleetrigal §°an oy lqg_twm-m«_mrm hit but

p e 0

power was quickly regained in gpi the faot that the generator
room soon filled with Smoke which seeped in from the fire aflt
through the damaged starboard skalt al In swaastiong the
whole Zngineering Departaent gave & narke loyal and superior
Pg#'i‘*ﬁMP of dﬁg i of spe :%‘::nm ‘the Engiueer
officer was lost the or on,

There were undoubtedly other men whose counduct was praise-
worthy whom 1 did not observe, but the situation was not one

which called for heroism. It is perhaps sufficient to say that
every man did what was expeoted of him.

(10) officers

The conduot and performance of duty of all of the
officers was excellont and 1in keevines with the traditions

of the service."



